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 FROM THE CHAIR

Dear Residents,

As with most years, now that the leaves have begun to turn and fall (and accumulate in
the gutters-leaf bags will be delivered soon!), a slight sharpness to the air, I find myself
reflecting on the summer we've had and the fruits of our labors, both individual and
collective. While it may not be October as usual, there is much that reminds me of our
resilience as a community, of how much we can solve and surmount together as
neighbors, of what being a neighbor means. 

I think back to Octobers past, when my family spread newspaper on the patio and
carved Jack-o-Lanterns, when my own little Superman and Wonder Woman joined the
throngs out trick-or-treating. While I'm no expert on the roots of the holiday (or the
occult, for that matter), I think of Halloween as another opportunity to show our
generosity to one another-it is a time when we come together and work hard to make
our youngest residents smile. 

There's nostalgia in the air, yes, but also anticipation and joyfulness in the here and
now. To me, our community's strength is quite literally on display; when I see the
wonderful decorations, I'm reminded that, despite the unusualness of this year, we have
come together, again and again, to maintain unity, normalcy, and generosity despite it
all. 

Ghosts and goblins, pumpkins and cobwebs, decorate our Village, lending that festive
touch despite our inability to hold the annual Halloween party. On behalf of children of
all ages, thank you to the residents who have taken the time keep up the spooky spirit! 
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A few points of business: Details are being finalized for the leaf vacuuming service and
provision of leaf bags to those households who have ordered them. 

A Walkability Task Force Forum will be held within the next few weeks to share results
of the walkability survey and discuss considerations and recommendations. Details will
be posted soon. 

For most of us these days, in one way or another, things are hard. There's no denying
that. But I can say, with reservation, that I'm glad to have neighbors like all of you, and
I look forward to the time when we can celebrate in person and share hors'devours by
the fire at La Ferme. 

Enjoy these gorgeous fall days!

Susan Fattig,
Council Chair

Back To Top

UPCOMING EVENTS

 

Nov. 5: Walkability Community Forum at 7:30 PM Via Zoom
Nov.19: Monthly Village Council meeting at 7:30 PM via Zoom 

Back To Top

SPOTLIGHT

Walkability Community Forum-- Thursday, Nov 5, 7:30 PM

The Walkability Task Force invites residents to join them for a Community Forum on
November 5th at 7:30 pm. This event will allow residents to hear from the Walkability
Task Force and Urban Planning Consultant, Chris Jakubiak, on their approach to
addressing the walkability issues facing the Village.  So bring your ideas and questions to
this event, which will provide an opportunity for residents to engage directly in the work
of the Task Force. 

Topic: Walkability Community Forum 
Time: Nov 5, 2020 07:30 PM 

Join Zoom Meeting
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https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84495527109?
pwd=T21RNEVrQmZQQmxsYlUzQWpmRDRnZz09

Meeting ID: 844 9552 7109
Passcode: 080624

Join by phone 

Phone number: 1 301 715 8592
Meeting ID: 844 9552 7109
Passcode: 080624

For more information on the work of the Walkability Task Force, check out the
Walkability Task Force page on the Village's website. This page includes the two
presentations given by Chris Jakubiak and the results of the recent walkability Survey. 

If you have comments or questions you'd like to share with the Task Force in advance of
the forum, please email the Village Office directly (manager@martinsadditions.org).

Back To Top

NOTES FROM THE VILLAGE OFFICE
Leaf Bag Distribution

In order for the Village Office to get an accurate count of who wants leaf bags this year,
please fill out the short survey below. It's a very short survey: only two answers are
required, your address and a simple yes or no response to indicate if you want leaf bags or
not. If you do not respond to the survey, your lack of a response will be treated as a
no, and you will not receive leaf bags unless you contact the Village Office. You have
until October 28th at 5 p.m. to submit your answers to the survey. Once we have
collected this data, we will schedule the delivery of the leaf bags. If you have any
questions, please contact the Village Office.
 

http://survey.constantcontact.com/survey/a07ehd01gd0kgclhyjq/start

Tree Canopy Program
  

If you are interested in having a tree planted on your property by the Village, the deadline
to put in your request is next Tuesday, October 27 at 5:00 PM. Under this program, the
Village of Martin's Additions plants native canopy and now ornamental trees on private
property. The Village purchases the tree, pays for installation, and provides a water bag to
assist residents with the care the tree needs in the critical first year after planting.
Residents are responsible for the tree's long-term care, including watering. Please note
that the Village no longer charges residents $100 to participate in this program. If you are
interested in taking part, please click here to download the form. Once the form is
completed please email it to manager@martinsadditions.org 

Village Council Meeting Highlights 10/15/2020

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84495527109?pwd=T21RNEVrQmZQQmxsYlUzQWpmRDRnZz09
https://www.martinsadditions.org/governance/village_committees/walkability_study_task_force_(temporary).php
mailto:manager@martinsadditions.org
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001L8UHWvc9Gxp6T-VX42sMbtsUlRfiLj8Eoywu-uVgNGXasEJVa1GpNIG_h6NM3kmF0BrYo4JBDTbjEgambtNnz1gjwhj1CWcaxC9jYrorxKPvMgvmpE2uQflqt5w57pZsJ5ekWXivmZYdkEVbUNkFPMTXSZWd_NMRhz1nBm_05VA7wf6eCe9i1LJxL6yIqIdUAgoQ0iWQYK0%3D%26c%3DHg3v-ujM6iK43iyNX71PMkpa_qrF2SezW2WCL37_VWu5zyGXHuuxHA%3D%3D%26ch%3DVCYF44pfz3pvovUZKDeFkvzDGAi5XCv57R97nqFyO17TthN9afbbUw%3D%3D&data=04%7C01%7Ckbrotman%40aconinvestments.com%7C1f8d828cf0b24a2f1b8408d877a7d7de%7Ceb8fd4fbb2254ba6a166da69d01f6638%7C1%7C1%7C637390910059514756%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=HczqpSarHpgMmpv3xOKLCybvIzS64HjqnVaxi%2BjIAOA%3D&reserved=0
http://cms6.revize.com/revize/martinsadditions/Native-Tree-Subsidy-Program-Brochure-2020.pdf
mailto:manager@martinsadditions.org
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The Village Council heard from residents on their ideas for improving Council
communications with residents and on specific resident concerns regarding
potential changes to the ethics ordinance.
 The Village Council heard a report from the Community Engagement Committee
on recommendations for Halloween; these recommendations include not holding
the traditional Halloween parade and instead of doing socially distanced events such
as a scavenger hunt or decorating houses and sharing photos online. The
Community Engagement Committee also announced that the Village will not hold
any in-person events until after the New Year.
 The Village Council heard a report from the Ethics Committee regarding its
recommendations on changes to the proposed ethics ordinance. Among these
changes were specifying that the Village Council would make the final decision on
complaints, and including a definition of strict impartiality along with a standard of
proof provision.  
The Village Council heard a report from the Tree Supervisor regarding adding
ornamental trees to the tree list for the tree subsidy program. 
The Village Council heard a report from the Elections Committee on its
recommendation that if the Village cannot hold an in-person election due to covid-
19, the Village will conduct a 100% mail-in ballot election.
The Village Council passed a motion to direct the Village Attorney to work with
one member from the Ethics Committee and the Council liaison to the Ethics
Committee to incorporate the Ethics Committee recommendations into a new draft
of the ethics ordinance and for the Council to work on ways to incorporate public
comment into the process. 
The Village Council directed the Village Manager and staff to conduct a review of
street lights in the Village to identify any that might need to be replaced.
The Village Council heard a report from the Village Manager regarding sidewalk
repair and directed the Village Manager to work with the Village Attorney to
determine the next steps in potentially awarding this work to a contractor.
Due to the meeting's length, the Council decided to move the discussion of the
Community Listening Forum and the 2020 Annual Survey to the November Village
Council meeting. 

*For more details on any of these items, please click on the audio recording below. Full
minutes of this meeting will be shared with the community after they have been approved
by the Village Council.

 Back To Top  
AGENDA FOR THE COUNCIL MEETING(S)

 

----Draft Agenda for the Monthly Council Meeting----
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Village of Martin's Additions 
7013 Brookville Road (Suite B, 2nd floor)

Chevy Chase, MD 20815-3263 
Via Zoom

 
Thursday, November 19, 2020

7:30 PM
 

The Village Council may entertain a motion during the open meeting to close a portion of
the meeting, in accordance with Section 3-305(b) of the Open Meetings Act  (Maryland
Code, General Provisions Article). 

7:30 PM Call to Order: Fattig
 
7:31 PM Opportunity for Council to hear residents' comments: Fattig

7:41 PM Committee Updates: Fattig
 
7:51 PM Report out and Discussion of from Community Listen Forum and Key Themes
(Oct 1st)

8:05 PM Discussion of the 2020 Annual Survey Results

8:15 PM Building Administrator's Report: Lohmeyer 

8:20 PM Financial Matters, including Treasurer's Report: Alexander

8:25 PM Manager's Report: Anderegg

8:30 PM Opportunity for Council to hear residents' comments: Fattig

8:35 PM Adjournment: Fattig 

*Please Note: Listed times are approximate.

Back To The Top

BUILDING BLOCKS
TO: The Council at the Village of Martin's Additions

FROM: Doug Lohmeyer 

DATE OF MEMO: October 12, 2020

SUBJECT: Building Administrator's Report

3506 Bradley Lane.

Demolition and building permit applications were submitted to the Village office.
The staff has initially reviewed the information. Waiting for MCDPS approval. The
resident information meeting was held on Wed. June 17th. Work was anticipated to
begin in Sept. However, the County has not issued their building permit.
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7200 Chestnut

The applicants applied for a Village building permit to construct an addition to the west
side of the existing house. The County issued their building permit on Sept. 3rd. The
Village virtual information meeting was held on Tuesday Oct. 6th. None of the adjacent
residents participated.

7210 Chestnut St.

The Village issued their building permit on Oct. 11, 2018. The County has closed their
permits. Once the applicants finish the front yard improvements and we do a final
inspection, the Village Building Permit can be closed.

7200 Delfield St.

The property owners (a partnership) have applied for a Village demolition and building
permit for a new house. The Village staff has completed the initial review of the
application and submitted their comments of the applicant. A resident information
meeting has not been scheduled.

7220 Delfield St.

The applicants have submitted an application to demolition the existing house and
rebuild a new house. The project is on hold as they are planning to make revisions to
the submitted plans.

113 Quincy St.

The applicants have submitted an application to build a detached garage at the left rear
of the house. The staff has reviewed the plans. The MCDPS permit was issued on 
Aug. 10th. The Village permit was issued on Oct. 13, 2020.

163 Quincy St.

The homeowner is proposing to add additional parking along the side of the existing
driveway. The parking area will be different material than the driveway and the
preliminary non-vegetative analysis indicates the non-vegetative area will not exceed
30% of the front yard. They have not filed for a Village permit.

3505 Raymond St.

The new homeowners have applied for a variance to relocate the existing HVAC units
from the rear of the house to the right side of the house. The Village Code does not
allow HVAC units to project into the minimum side yard setback, so a variance is
required. The Variance Hearing is scheduled for Oct. 29th.

3515 Raymond St.

The applicant has submitted plans to remove the existing house and to construct a new
house. The County is reviewing their plans. The applicants have revised their plans to
address the "Wall Plane Length" condition. The informational meeting with the
neighbors has not been scheduled. Waiting to the County to approve the plans.
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7200 Summit Ave.

On April 28, 2020, the homeowners submitted a Variance Application for the front and
rear setbacks in order to construct a new porch and bay window at the front of the
existing house and an addition on the north (right) side of the house. The Variance was
approved by the Council on July 16, 2020. The applicants have not submitted to
MCDPS or the Village.

3407 Thornapple St.

The Village issued their building permit on May 30, 2019. Work is continuing on the
new house construction. The applicant has submitted a "Wall Check", which indicated
the new house is in conformance with the approved site plan and the Village Code. On
May 29th, the building permit was extended and work is proceeding. The applicant
revised the plans to show a two-car detached garage at the rear of the lot. The MCDPS
and the Village has issued their revised building permits.

Miscellaneous Items

The staff is presently working with the following properties:

1. The MSHA has responded to the Village's letter regarding water ponding at the
Village street intersections along Brookville Rd. They plan on making
improvements to the intersections at Bradley, Quincy, and Cummings this summer.
An email was recently re-sent to MSHA requesting a status report on their
improvements.
2. The staff has spoken to several homeowners about proposed improvements to
their property.

Back To Top 

HEARD ON THE SIDEWALK

Manna Food Center 

Please Step up for the Holiday Season

September turned out to be the best month of 2020 for donations to the Village food
drive, with an estimated 430 pounds of nonperishable items delivered to Manna Food
Center. That put our total contribution for the year at just over 2,500 pounds - not as
much as the 400 pounds per month we've regularly recorded in recent years but still a
very good number given the constraints of the pandemic on shopping. 

October, however, hasn't shaped up as well. As of the 22nd, we've collected only
about 60 pounds of canned/boxed items. Our next trip to Manna's warehouse will be
on the 29th so there are still a few days left in the month to boost the number. And if
you're not able to contribute now, please consider including Manna on your shopping
list as the holiday season nears. 

Like many other food banks across the nation, Manna - Montgomery County's major
distribution point - is seeing increased demand for assistance in the wake of Covid 19.
Many folks in our community are still struggling to pay bills and put food on the table
for their families, and threatened cuts to SNAP (food stamps) may make the situation
worse. As always, you may leave donations in the box by the stairs to the Village
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Office (or at the market if the door is locked) or on the Kirschtens' porch at 3406
Turner Lane or the Brown's porch at 3404 Taylor Street. We're prepared to make
twice-monthly trips if we get an upswing in contributions as the year winds down. On
behalf of Manna and of our neighbors in need, thank you again for your ongoing
generosity!

Weather Outlook

The weather has cooperated this fall to make for very colorful leaves. We've had a
combination of sunny, mild days and cool nights to bring out the best in the changing
leaves. Above normal temperatures and mild days and nights will continue through
Halloween. Then colder air will be felt going into the beginning of November with
below normal temperatures. For the year so far, temperatures have averaged above
normal every month, especially the summer months, and rainfall has been above
normal. The above average rainfall going into October has also helped to bring out the
best in the foliage this fall. So, get out and enjoy this especially beautiful time of year.
We'll take a look at the upcoming winter in next month's newsletter.

-Keith Allen (Turner Lane)
 
Keith Allen, a long time resident of Martin's Additions, provides weather forecasts by
phone for cities across the U.S. Residents are encouraged to call 202-589-1212 for up-
to-the-minute updates.  

 
Keep our community walkable; please patronize the businesses in our Village!

Please also keep in mind these "Friends of the Village":
A Wider Circle

Chevy Chase at Home 
Friends of the Library, Chevy Chase Chapter 

Live and Learn Bethesda  
Manna Food Center 

 
 

Back To Top 

CONTACT INFO

VMA COUNCIL MEMBERS

Name Phone Email

Susan Fattig,
Chair (301) 785-6017 susan.fattig@martinsadditions.org

Todd Mann,
Vice Chair

301-642-6665
todd.mann@martinsadditions.org 

Arthur
Alexander,
Treasurer

301-718-9787 arthur.alexander@martinsadditions.org

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/07/18/AR2007071800657.html
http://awidercircle.org/
http://www.chevychaseathome.org/content.aspx?page_id=0&club_id=559717
http://www.folmc.org/chevy-chase-chapter/
http://liveandlearnbethesda.org/
http://mannafood.org/
mailto:susan.fattig@martinsadditions.org
mailto:todd.mann@martinsadditions.org
mailto:arthur.alexander@martinsadditions.org
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Katya Hill,
Secretary

301-718-1920 katya.hill@martinsadditions.org

Jeffrey
Blander,
Member-at-
Large 

jeffrey.blander@martinsadditions.org

VMA OFFICE STAFF

Name Phone Email

Niles Anderegg,
Village Manager

301-656-4112 manager@martinsadditions.org

Martha Fessenden,
Manager Assistant

301-656-4112 avm@martinsadditions.org

To receive e-notifications from the Village Council, the committees, and the Office (i.e.,
any official communication from your Village government), please fill out the Village
Contact webform. This is the best way to receive information on Village business (e.g.,
Council and Committee meetings), services (e.g., waste pickup and snow removal), and
events (e.g., the 4th of July Celebration or the Movie Night in the Park).
 
The VMA monthly newsletter is distributed to the Village on the last Monday of the
month. If you wish to submit an article or news item for the newsletter, please submit
your item by 5 PM on the preceding Friday.  Any article or news item must meet the
VMA newsletter criteria. Policy No. 09-16-01-Policy for Contents of Martin's Edition
Newsletter
 
Please note:
The Village Office does not administer the VMA neighborhood Listserv (a Google-
Group). To receive Listserv emails, please contact Bill Lebovich at
architecturalphoto@mac.com

Back To Top
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